ACCESS NATURE: PROMOTING
INCLUSION AND DIVERSITY IN
ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION
2019 MEEC Conference Hosted by:

OCTOBER 3-5, 2019
AT THE SCIENCE MUSEUM OF MN

WELCOME!
The Minnesota Association for Environmental Education is
proud to host the 2019 Midwest Environmental Education
Conference. This year’s conference theme “Access Nature:
Promoting Inclusion and Diversity in Environmental
Education” will explore barriers that prevent educators and
learners from accessing natural areas and having valuable
learning experiences in the outdoors.

Follow us on Social
Media!
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Great Lakes Aquarium
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Lake Superior Zoo
Lakewinds Natural Foods
Linda and Gaylin Raab
Minnesota Twins
Minnesota Zoo
Molly Phipps
Monarch Joint Venture

MSP International Film Festival
Nelson's Cheese Factory
Recknagel Farm
Saint Paul School of Northern Lights
Seward Co-op
Tinkergarten
Trader Joes
The Wedge Co-op
West Side Farmers Market

SCHEDULE
Day 1: Thursday, October 3, 2019
8:00 AM- 8:30 AM

ARRIVAL AND REGISTRATION

8:30 AM- 11:30 AM

NATURE-FOCUSED EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAM VISITS

11:30 AM- 1:00 PM

LUNCH AND TRANSIT TO PM FIELD TRIPS

1:00 PM- 3:00 PM

BELL MUSEUM TOUR

3:15 PM- 5:00 PM

GIBBS FARM TOUR

7:00 PM

BREWING EVENT AT TIN WHISKERS:
Scott Spicer from UMN will be sharing online sustainability education resources for
teachers.

Day 2: Friday, October 4, 2019
8:30 AM- 9:00 AM
9:00 AM- 12:00 PM

REGISTRATION
THREE HOUR SESSION 1
Discovery: Multi-Discipline Approach to Agriculture w/ Emily Gottschalk Organ
Argon: Why Creating An Outdoor Learning Program Doesn’t Have To Be A Pipe Dream
w/ Lori Dan & Josh Tharaldson
Xenon: Phenology Connects Students to Climate Change w/ Stephan Carlson
Neon: NAAEE Community Engagement Guidelines w/ Ashlyn Teather, Jennifer Niemi, &
Mary Henke-Haney

12:00 PM- 1:00 PM LUNCH IN DISCOVERY HALL
1:00 PM- 4:00 PM THREE HOUR SESSION 2
Discovery: Concrete Strategies for Creating Educational Equity w/ Emily Porter
Argon: Dive in to Youth Education with Water Rocks w/ Ann Staudt
Xenon: Formative Assessment for Outdoor Learning w/ Shannon Walz & Danielle
Hefferan
Neon: Ecological Pedagogy for a Good Anthropocene w/ Joe Walewski
4:00 PM- 5:00 PM

TIME TO EXPLORE THE SCIENCE MUSEUM

6:00 PM- 7:00 PM

GALA EVENT DINNER AND SILENT AUCTION IN THE ELEMENTS CAFE

7:00 PM- 8:00 PM

GAELYNN LEA SPEECH AND MUSICAL PERFORMANCE

8:00 PM- 9:30 PM

TRIVIA WITH LAUREN CHESNUT

Day 3: Saturday, October 5, 2019
8:00 AM- 8:30 AM

REGISTRATION

8:30 AM- 9:30 AM

SESSION 1
Discovery: Experiential Learning in Environmental Health and Justice - Why it impacts
Access to Nature w/ Kristen Osiecki
Argon: North American Monarch Institute: Conservation Education that Impacts
Communities w/ Katie-Lyn Bunney
Xenon: Building Empathy with Storytelling w/ Bethany Ricks
Neon: Accessibility in Informal Environmental Education w/ Emma Allen

9:45 AM- 10:45 AM

SESSION 2
Discovery: Fostering Empathy for Wildlife w/ Emily Kalnicky, Liz Gilles, & Trinity Leiser
Argon: Building Environmental Connections w/ Megan Barnett Schimek, Jessie Barnett
Schimek, & Kristin Osiecki
Xenon: Authentic Learning in the Outdoor Classroom w/ Jen Heyer
Neon: Recycling and Waste Reduction Activity Training w/ Patience Caso

11:00 AM- 12:00 PM

SESSION 3
Discovery: SET UP FOR LUNCH
Argon: Access OUTDOORS! Explore your schoolyard or park as an outdoor classroom
w/ Karen Christenson & Polly Saatzer
Xenon: Opening Doors to Nature Play w/ Anna Sharratt
Neon: When Buildings Restore: Building an equitable future w/ Peter Smerud

12:15 PM- 1:00 PM

LUNCH IN DISCOVERY HALL, SILENT AUCTION ENDS

1:00 PM- 1:45 PM

KEYNOTE IN DISCOVERY HALL

2:00 PM- 3:00 PM

SESSION 4
Discovery: Approaching Diversity Through Absent Narratives Approach w/ Eden Bart
Argon: What the Sniff is All About: Tilia: Wisconsin's First On-staff Conservation Dog
w/ Cory Gritzmacher
Xenon: Increasing Student Connection Through Access and Teacher Comfort
w/ Karen Harrison
Neon: Nature Clubs — An After School Adventure! w/ Maureen Hauck

3:15 PM- 4:15 PM

4:30 PM- 5:30 PM

SESSION 5
Discovery: Nature-Based Learning for Young Children: Anytime, Anywhere, on Any
Budget w/ Sheila Williams Ridge
Argon: Evaluation for Inclusive Programming w/ Evelyn Christian Ronning and Caitlin
Potter
Xenon: Social Emotional Learning in Environmental Education w/ Shannon Walz
Neon: Visit 75 Schoolyard Gardens: What we’ve learned w/ Galen Erikson
SESSION 6
Discovery: Culturally Responsive Teaching in Nature w/ Joshua Leonard
Argon: SEAK: Developing an interest in the outdoors and science in urban youth
w/ Christopher Dunham
Xenon: EE Activities for a Very Popular Planet w/ Leah Bulver

MEEC 2019 PRESENTERS
Friday 3-hour Workshops
Morning Sessions
MULTI DISCIPLINE APPROACH TO AGRICULTURE AND GROWING IN THE CLASSROOM
Emily Gottschalk Organ
Every kid eats, but living in the midwest, it isn’t always easy to effectively use gardening in a school setting.
In this workshop, Emily Organ, founder of The Tiny Fields Project will address some of those challenges and
examine creative ways to take advantage of your school’s assets to build a multi disciplined approach to
agriculture, food and growing in the classroom. We will get into the dirt and participate in mini lessons that
apply to standards in multiple grade levels and build tools for an experience that can be referenced
throughout the school year.
WHY CREATING AN OUTDOOR LEARNING PROGRAM DOESN’T HAVE TO BE A PIPE DREAM: CONCRETE
STRATEGIES AND LESSON TO SPARK YOUR OUTDOOR CLASSROOM PROGRAM
Lori Danz & Josh Tharaldson
If you are looking for concrete strategies you can immediately implement to initiate or improve an existing
outdoor learning space, engaging lessons that integrate all subject areas and grade levels of your school
curriculum, and evidence to provide to the public as to the academic benefits of place based, experiential
learning, you want to attend this session. Josh and Lori will provide all of the above. In addition, you will
walk out of this session with field equipment you can use with your students. We will also offer time for
questions and answers as we share our experiences in how we created and implemented our outdoor
education sites in our school districts.
PHENOLOGY CONNECTS STUDENTS TO CLIMATE CHANGE
Stephen Carlson, John Latimer, & Rebecca Montgomery
This workshop will focus on training teachers to use phenology data, collected by students, entered into
Nature's Notebook a web based program and develop podcasts on there observations that will be shared
State-wide on KAXE Radio and online. Providing students with access to this citizen science program can
help students see the connection to climate change on the local level and make observations that can be
used by scientist across the country. The 3 hour workshop will be both in class and a short walk outside to
observe pheno-phases of the trees near the site to practice using Nature's Notebook. In addition, a short
session on "podcast 101" will be share to build skills in how to access technology using your iPhone to
submit one's weekly observations.
NAAEE COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT GUIDELINES WORKSHOP
Ashlyn Teather, Jennifer Niemi, & Mary Henke-Haney
Good community engagement creates meaningful partnerships between educators and audiences. As our
demographics shift how do we develop strong public partnerships in our work? In this session we will
engage with the NAAEE Guidelines on this topic by sharing ideas to provide collaborative and inclusive
experiences that meet the needs of the people we serve. We will identify tools for positive community
engagement to build capacity in our work, while cultivating a network of regional support.

3-hour Workshops
MEECFriday
2019
PRESENTERS
Afternoon Sessions
CONCRETE STRATEGIES FOR CREATING EDUCATIONAL EQUITY
Emily Porter
How does culture really affect the way students learn? How can we, as educators, be responsive to students'
cultural needs in the classroom? Learn specific strategies for creating an equitable learning environment for
students from all backgrounds and gain an understanding of the ways you can support students from
backgrounds different from your own. The instructor will model techniques in both indoor and outdoor
settings.
DIVE IN TO YOUTH EDUCATION WITH WATER ROCKS!: HANDS-ON ACTIVITIES TO EDUCATE AND INSPIRE
Ann Staudt
In this highly hands-on, total immersion workshop, participants will become 3rd-8th grade students as they
dive in to explore original games, hands-on activities, and videos that Water Rocks! has developed for youth
environmental education. This engaging, interactive workshop will focus on learning resources related to
topics of water quality and watersheds, wetlands, and biodiversity.
FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT FOR OUTDOOR LEARNING
Shannon Walz & Danielle Hefferan
Assessment isn’t a dirty word. Assessment makes some people think about program evaluation or testtaking, but in this session we are focusing on the practice of making learning visible. It is a powerful tool for
both teachers and learners. Experience and practice formative assessment techniques suited to the outdoor
learning environment. Wolf Ridge recently took a critical look at how we use assessment in our curriculum.
This workshop will include a short presentation on the Wolf Ridge process followed by hands on practice of
using a variety of techniques for assessing students in the outdoors.
ECOLOGICAL PEDAGOGY FOR A GOOD ANTHROPOCENE
Joe Walewski
Philosophy and practices of EE are still stuck in the 1980s. Everything has changed and so should our
pedagogy. Human society evolved in the Holocene, but we have entered the Anthropocene - an era of great
change at the hands of humans. Trust in our brains got us into this mess; now we need to rely on something
else. Albert Einstein supposedly said, "we cannot solve our problems with the same thinking we used when
we created them." Whether he said that or not, I do know he said, "look deep into nature and then you will
understand everything better." Drawing upon natural systems (which have no hierarchy and treat no
individuals as more important than any others), we will look deep into nature to better understand how to
practice a community-based ecological pedagogy in which learning is more important than teaching. Be
prepared to have your deep-held beliefs about EE challenged.

Keynote Speakers

Friday Keynote Speaker: Gaelynn Lea
MUSICIAN AND PUBLIC SPEAKER
Gaelynn Lea won NPR Music’s Tiny Desk Contest in 2016, and she’s been on the
road ever since playing her unique mix of haunting original songs and traditional
fiddle tunes. So far the singer-songwriter and violinist has appeared in 43 states
and 7 countries – she’s graced the stage of renowned venues like Nashville’s
Music City Roots, The Kennedy Center, House of Blues and even BBC World
News. In addition to performing and recording, Gaelynn also does speaking
engagements about disability rights, finding inner freedom, and accessibility in
the arts. In recent years, she has used her music as a platform to advocate for
people with disabilities and to promote positive social change. Gaelynn is
currently working on a memoir about her touring adventures and disability
advocacy that she plans to release in 2022.

Saturday Keynote Speaker: Asha Shoffner
FOUNDER OF FIWYGIN OUTDOORS AND ASHA CONSULTING
Asha (pronouns: she/her/hers) is a queer woman of color and first generation
immigrant who has called Saint Paul home for over 30 years. She is an
environmental and outdoor educator, innovator, adventurer, proud auntie, and
the founder of Fiwygin Outdoors and ASHA consulting. When not working, Asha
can be found running local trails, riding her bike, playing guitar, hanging out with
her three nephews, dismantling oppressive systems, and eating as much protein
as she can.

Saturday 1-hour Sessions
Session 1 (8:30 AM - 9:30 AM)
EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING IN ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH AND JUSTICE — WHY IT IMPACTS ACCESS TO
NATURE
Kristin Osiecki
Experiential learning in environmental health encourages students to seek knowledge about individual
choices that have long-term consequences on sustainability, climate change, finite resources and
environmental injustices in lower income communities. This interactive presentation looks at the
intersection of environmental health and environmental science with an emphasis on empowering students
to embrace change. Often time, big picture problems create a feeling that solutions are not within their
reach and this approach supports individual behavior shifts that can make a difference.
NORTH AMERICAN MONARCH INSTITUTE: CONSERVATION EDUCATION THAT IMPACTS COMMUNITIES
Katie-Lyn Bunney
The North American Monarch Institute (NAMI), conducted in partnership with the US Forest Service
International Programs and University of Wisconsin Madison Arboretum, demonstrates a strong model for
conservation education and collaboration across education settings. The monarch butterfly engages people
of all ages to the wonders of ecology and nature. This program, has been shown to be highly valued and
effective in urban communities, particularly in communities with immigrant populations. We will ruminate
on whether success is a result of the focus on monarch butterflies, the highly skilled and motivated
educators behind it, or a combination. NAMI utilizes the charisma of a loveable insect to introduce people to
the complicated and engaging world of ecology and conservation.
BUILDING EMPATHY WITH STORYTELLING
Bethany Ricks
Oral storytelling is a useful skill for any environmental educator’s toolkit, but many educators are unaware of
or uncomfortable with it. Through storytelling, educators can bridge cultural and experiential gaps. Discover
how understanding narrative structure can improve your programs. In this session, we’ll use imagination to
connect participants to ecosystems near and far, develop empathy, and learn some storytelling tools to help
lively groups focus.
ACCESSIBILITY IN INFORMAL ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION
Emma Allen
When creating exhibits and educational opportunities to engage the public, the ADA spells out guidelines to
make displays or presentation accessible to people with disabilities. The ADA is a start- but it doesn't cover
every situation or every type of barrier that displays, exhibits, and presentations can present to someone
with a disability. Emma Allen, Co-Chair of the Minnesota Access Alliance and Director of Operations at the
Bell Museum, will talk about resources and guides for applicable laws and how to go beyond the ADA and
really think through how people will interact with your materials. When the principles of universal design for
learning are applied, often the result is better educational outcome for all participants. This will concentrate
on where to look for guidance, how to involve the community in planning, and resources or guides available
to remove barriers to participation in environmental education activities and exhibits.

Saturday 1-hour Sessions
Session (9:45 AM - 10:45 AM)
FOSTERING EMPATHY FOR WILDLIFE IN ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION AS A BRIDGE TO INCLUSION AND
CULTURAL RELEVANCY
Emily Kalnicky, Liz Gilles, & Trinity Leiser (plus visiting animals from MN Zoo!)
Interested in improving your use of program animals with diverse audiences? In this session we will provide
examples of best practices for fostering empathy in environmental education programs and we will share
some initial evaluation results of these programs. Come prepared to discuss and share your experiences
with developing an emotional connection with nature and animals for participation in your programs so that
we can all better create more inclusive and culturally relevant programs.
BUILDING ENVIRONMENTAL CONNECTIONS: IMMERSIVE STUDENT-LEADERSHIP AT
ECOLITERACYSCHOOL
Megan Barnett Schimek, Jessie Barnett Schimek, & Kristin Osiecki
Ecoliteracy Students Collaborating in Health-Oriented Outdoor Learning (EcoliteracySCHOOL) gets health
science students outside and plugged into the environment’s impact on human health. EcoliteracySCHOOL
incorporates experiential learning that engages undergraduate students in public health leadership while
mentoring high school students interested in the health sciences. In this presentation, founding
EcoliteracySCHOOL faculty (from the high school and college levels) and participating student-leaders will:
1) Describe the process of creating and sustaining the EcoliteracySCHOOL program; 2) discuss the
development of learning outcomes, shared curriculum, and experiential learning pedagogy; 3) share
student-leaders projects and research in detail; 4) and welcome questions and ideas from attendees.
AUTHENTIC LEARNING IN THE OUTDOOR CLASSROOM
Jen Heyer
Move past being the expert in your classroom and start facilitating authentic learning with your students in
the great outdoors! This session offers all participants standards-based lessons that will lead you through
yearlong nature-based learning and exploring.
RECYCLING AND WASTE REDUCTION ACTIVITY TRAINING
Patience Caso
Experience a free curriculum resource for classrooms, community and groups, and public programs/events.
Each activity teaches about current environmental issues with tangible action steps. In this interactive
session you will participate in a hands-on training. Topic areas include recycling and waste reduction. This
training will focus on activities for elementary-adult age groups. Leave with printed copies of each activity,
knowledge to conduct them yourself, and access to additional free online resources.

Saturday 1-hour Sessions
Session 3 (11:00 AM- 12:00 PM)
ACCESS OUTDOORS! EXPLORE YOUR SCHOOLYARD OR PARK AS AN OUTDOOR CLASSROOM
Karen Christenson & Polly Saatzer
Open the door – Let’s explore! Join two experienced educators to experiment with ways to use an adjacent
schoolyard, a garden, or a nearby park as your outdoor classroom. Jump into some fun, hands-on
environmental activities you can do virtually anywhere. Sample quick, easy lessons that address preK-5
academic standards while engaging students in learning in and about the natural world. (Please dress for the
weather as we will go outdoors for a portion of our time together.)
Presenters: Polly Saatzer, winner of the 2010 Presidential Award for Excellence in Mathematics and Science
Teaching; and Karen Christenson, named one of five National Outstanding Educators by Project Learning
Tree in 2014. Materials provided by the Jeffers Foundation: www.jeffersfoundation.org
OPENING DOORS TO NATURE PLAY
Anna Sharrat
Parent and longtime experiential educator, Anna Sharratt (she/her/hers) presents the work of Free Forest
School, a Minneapolis-based national nonprofit which ignites children’s innate capacity to learn through
unstructured play in nature. Observing the transformational power of unstructured outdoor play for her own
young children, Anna set out to organize neighbors to create a parent-led cooperative forest school in her
Brooklyn neighborhood in 2015. Four years later, Free Forest School has kindled a grassroots movement of
40,000 families in 150+ communities, focusing on opening doors to outdoor play for kids of all backgrounds
and abilities. Join Anna to learn about Free Forest School's philosophy and approach, and to discuss ways to
identify and overcome barriers to nature play.
WHEN BUILDINGS RESTORE: BUILDING AN EQUITABLE FUTURE
Peter Smerud
Imagine a world that is Socially Just, Culturally Rich, and Ecologically Restorative. The new international
standard of the Living Building Challenge (LBC) is creating that pathway (this is going above LEED
Platinum). Wolf Ridge ELC's MAC Lodge is the first project in MN, WI, ND or SD, designed and constructed
to full certification of the LBC. Learn how these projects actually change entire industries, modify human
behavior, and are assessed for equity, access to nature, and advocacy for change.

Saturday 1-hour Sessions
Session 4 (2:00 AM- 3:00 PM)
APPROACHING DIVERSITY THROUGH THE ABSENT NARRATIVES APPROACH™
Eden Bart
The Minnesota Humanities Center’s (MHC) Absent Narratives Approach™ is a relationship-based approach
to building understanding and equity within systems and communities through content drawn from a
variety of humanities disciplines. Absent narratives bring into public life the stories and experiences of
people and communities that are often left out or marginalized. At this session you will learn about the
Absent Narratives Approach™ and its application through Learning from Place: Bdote – a daylong immersive
program where participants visit local sites of significance to Dakota people and learn about them from
Dakota perspectives and through firsthand stories that are often absented or overwritten.
WHAT THE SNIFF IS ALL ABOUT: TILIA: WISCONSIN'S FIRST ON-STAFF CONSERVATION DOG
Cory Gritzmacher
Ever tried to find the impossible or the needle in the haystack? We are going to share with you a tool that
can do just that. Tilia is a conservation dog at the Mequon Nature Preserve that is trained to find invasive
species, salamanders and much more. Find out how a dogs’ incredible scent skills can be put to work to do
research and monitoring for conservation efforts throughout the world. Tilia will be doing a live demo to
show off her skills.
INCREASING STUDENT CONNECTION THROUGH ACCESS AND TEACHER COMFORT
Karen Harrison
Sometimes what seems simple to us isn’t. While there can be a variety of barriers to outdoor teaching,
teacher comfort and easy access to nature are two of the biggest factors teachers in the Minnesota School
Forest Program talk about. Learn strategies, tips, resources, and lesson ideas to increase a school’s use of
nature. Learn how some Minnesota schools have overcome barriers to increase student engagement and
teacher/student comfort outside. Whether you’re a teacher or work with schools, this session is for you!
NATURE CLUBS — AN AFTER SCHOOL ADVENTURE!
Maureen Hauck
We'll share success stories and ideas from past nature clubs. Participants will generate new ideas for nature
clubs suitable for their extra-curricular environment. We will also create a nature journal for sketching. You
will receive seasonal ideas and resources, and hands-on experience suggestions.

Saturday 1-hour Sessions
Session 5 (3:15 PM- 4:15 PM)
NATURE-BASED LEARNING FOR YOUNG CHILDREN: ANYTIME, ANYWHERE, ON ANY BUDGET
Sheila Williams Ridge
The connection with nature is as important as it is wonderful. During this session we will discuss the
benefits of nature-based learning in early childhood education. We will discuss barriers programs face when
implementing nature experiences and participants will have the opportunity to share ideas, develop
curriculum that works for their setting, and find resources to support nature-based learning. We willutilize
the Guidelines for Environmental Education in Early Childhood Education from the North American
Association for Environmental Education (NAAEE) to guide our conversations.
EVALUATION FOR INCLUSIVE PROGRAMMING: ASSESSING SCIENCE IDENTIFICATION AND ENGAGEMENT
THROUGH EMBEDDED ASSESSMENTS AND SURVEYS
Evelyn Christian Ronning and Caitlin Potter
Environmental education programs that work towards developing science identity in youth, particularly
youth from demographic groups underrepresented in STEM, are crucial collaborators in the effort to
promote inclusion and diversity in the field. In this session, a Science Museum of Minnesota evaluator and
the program director from the Cedar Creek Ecosystem Science Reserve will discuss their implementation of
a program evaluation that measured both youth engagement with environmental education, and youth
science identity shifts, and evaluated areas of youth interest in the practice of STEM through embedded
assessments. Presenters will also discuss their process for including staff environmental educators in a
process of analyzing the data results and improving program practice. In this interactive discussion, the
presenters will both share the tools and processes they developed, as well as facilitate discussions among
practitioners about resources and evaluation tools they have found useful.
SOCIAL EMOTIONAL LEARNING IN ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION
Shannon Walz and Danielle Hefferan
Residential environmental education providers deeply impact the lives of young people asthey spend
multiple days with their classmates, sleeping away from home, sharing meals,engaging in hands-on science,
and learning about local ecology in outdoor settings. Theseimmersive experiences in nature open children’s
hearts and minds to the wonders of thenatural world and create a unique opportunity to support personal
and interpersonalgrowth. NatureBridge is currently exploring how residential environmental education
settingscan best facilitate student participants’ practice of social and emotional learning (SEL) skills.
VISIT 75 SCHOOLYARD GARDENS: WHAT WE’VE LEARNED
Galen Erikson
The Jeffers Foundation has given grants to dozens of Minnesota schools to start schoolyard gardens. We
visit each garden to “harvest” the new ideas we find there. More and more schools are using their gardens
as mini ELC’s where much more than only gardening takes place. Come with us and visit 75 Minnesota
school gardens through many video clips and high quality images.

Saturday 1-hour Sessions
Session 6 (4:30 PM- 5:30 PM)
CULTURALLY RESPONSIVE TEACHING IN NATURE
Joshua Leonard
Teaching kids from diverse backgrounds means we need diverse teaching methods. Diversity means
students with special needs including emotional, cognitive and mobility needs. Diversity means students
from urban, suburban and ex-urban areas. Diversity means people with different skin color. Statistically, kids
of color get fewer opportunities to connect to nature than their white counterparts. DNR Parks and Trails
found that only 2% of their visitors are people of color, while 21% of Minnesotans have black or brown skin.
Many urban kids can experience anticipatory anxiety during a nature-based field experience. Let’s discuss
how to help transition kids from anxiety to excitement while teaching outdoors. I hope to facilitate a
courageous conversation progressing towards greater inclusion among participants. In addition, I will share
some strategies for enabling physically challenged folks to explore nature, even in the winter!
S.E.A.K.: DEVELOPING AN INTEREST IN THE OUTDOORS AND SCIENCE IN URBAN YOUTH
Christopher Dunham
Lack of diversity in the outdoor recreation, interpretation, and natural sciences fields is well known. Wolf
Ridge Environmental Learning Center (Wolf Ridge), USDA Forest Service, DOI Fish and Wildlife Service, and
the St Paul school district have teamed up to address this issue in a program called SEAK. This multi-year
program builds academic capacity, develops outdoor skills and a personal environmental ethic and exposes
students to future career pathways in outdoor and science fields.The presentation will give an overview and
share the lessons learned since the programs launch in 2010.
EE ACTIVITIES FOR A VERY POPULAR PLANET
Leah Bulver
Discover lively, interdisciplinary activities that help elementary students understand the human ecological
footprint and the challenges of sharing finite resources as our population grows. Build math, literacy and
critical thinking skills in all kinds of learners, while fostering global and civic awareness. The presenter will
discuss differentiation of lessons to meet the diverse needs of elementary students.

ABOUT MAEE
Our mission is to support and advance environmental education throughout the state. MAEE
strengthens the role of education as a solution to our environmental and societal challenges. We serve
environmental education (EE) professionals, students, K-12 educators, and their allies.
WE ARE:
a voice for environmental education
advocates for environmental education
connectors that unite environmental educators with each other
OUR MAIN AREAS OF FOCUS INCLUDE:
SEEK: Maintaining a network of environmental education jobs, grants, resources, and community
events
Events: Organizing conferences and gatherings to promote professional development and networking
opportunities
Resources and Scholarships: Empowering environmental educators through statewide initiatives,
resources, and scholarships
Awards: Acknowledging successful EE programs and professionals with special recognition
Advocacy: Supporting legislation, partnerships, and programming that advances EE at the state,
regional, and national level
MAEE was founded in 1992 and is a state affiliate of the international North American Association for
Environmental Education (NAAEE). MAEE is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization governed by a volunteer
Board of Directors consisting of 10 to 12 individuals.
MAEE adheres to the principle that all people shall have equal opportunity and access to all association
functions without regard to race, creed, color, gender identity, international or ethnic origin, sexual
orientation, disability, or age. Under this principle, educational, social, and employment opportunities are
available to all on an equal basis.

MAEE Volunteer Board Members
Ashley Hanson
Events & Communications Committees

Lindsay Raab
Events Committee

Ben Vogel
Communications & Advocacy Committees

Maggie Kars
Fundraising Committee

Charles Truong
Communications & Fundraising Committees

Matt Young
Advocacy Committee

Claire Wilson
Communications Committee
Elissa Mallory
Vice President & Events Committee Chair
Jane Estes
Advocacy Committee
Jenna Totz
Secretary & Communications Committee Chair

River Ostrow
Treasurer & Awards & Scholarship Committee
Wendy Tremblay
President & Fundraising Committee Chair

Upcoming Awards Ceremony
The Minnesota Association for Environmental Education Awards Program exists to recognize and
encourage excellence in the field of environmental education.
The Award Ceremony will be held on November 3, 2019 at McColl Pond ELC from 2:00pm - 4:00pm.
Awards are given in the following categories:
Lifetime Achievement in Environmental Education: The Lifetime Achievement in Environmental
Education award is presented for long-term, outstanding service and contribution to the field of
environmental education in Minnesota. It is intended to recognize the efforts of those people who
have had a large-scale, long-term impact in the field. These efforts may have taken the form of
publications produced, legislation created, facilities developed, innovative curricula or programs
developed, leadership provided to supporting organizations, funding acquired, or any other major
contribution to the field.
Formal Environmental Educator of the Year: This award is presented for outstanding, ongoing efforts
in infusing environmental education into school curriculum. Teachers from all subjects and grades are
eligible.
Non-formal Environmental Educator of the Year: This award is presented for exhibiting innovative and
exemplary effort in providing environmental education opportunities for audiences outside the formal
school system. Professional and volunteer educators who teach in non-school settings are eligible (i.e.
nature centers, zoos, museums, conservation or agriculture agencies, etc.).
Student Environmental Stewardship Award: This award is presented for exhibiting innovative and
exemplary effort in the practice of environmental stewardship at the nominee’s school or community.
Students in grade school through college level are eligible for this award.
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